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S 
 

LEARN TO PLAY 
 

IX HYMNS IN SIX DAY 
 

  S

Day FiveDay FiveDay FiveDay Five    
 

Introductions for the Hymns 
Fermata 

The Pedals 
Hymn: Come Unto Jesus 

Hymn: Hope of Isreal 
 

Here’s what you will 
learn today!  
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Day 5 

 
Introductions Introductions Introductions Introductions     
for the Hymnsfor the Hymnsfor the Hymnsfor the Hymns    

 
How are you doing? 

Today should be an easyeasyeasyeasy one for you. 
 

I t is helpful to play a short introduction  before people start singing. An introduction  sets the tempo for 
the hymn and allows people to get ready to sing. There are a couple of ways of doing the introduction.  
 
Option 1:Option 1:Option 1:Option 1:    play just the last four or eight measures at the end of the hymn. 
 
Option 2Option 2Option 2Option 2:   if it is a short hymn then just play thru the whole hymn. 

Option 2Option 2Option 2Option 2:   For all the hymns I have put a pair of  brackets where the introduction 
could also be. Some hymns have two sets of brackets … a pair at the beginning of the piece and 
another pair at the end of the piece. Others just have one set. 
 
Here is an example in today’s hymn. You play the first two lines … then play the last two lines.  
 
 
  
 
  

A good idea is to 
circle  the 

brackets with a 
colored pencil 

so they are easy 
to find.  



49 
 

Day 5 

    
FERMATAFERMATAFERMATAFERMATA    

 

Sometimes in the a hymn we hold a note longer than its normal count. 
There is a special symbol that tells us when to do this. 

 
 
 
 
 
I t is called a Fermata (fur-ma-ta).  
 

 
 
 
I t is placed ABOVE a note and means you hold that note a little longer.  
I t is kind of like a ‘pause’ …  
 
There is a Fermata in today’s hymn, “Come Unto Jesus”.  
 

You may want to circle it so you don’t forget it. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Make sure you watch the 
chorister to see how long 

they hold the fermata 
BEFORE they go on to 

the next note. 
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The Middle Pedal, if there is one, usually doesn’t work and besides, you will never have to use it! 
 

Day 5 

    The PedalsThe PedalsThe PedalsThe Pedals        
 

Keyboards can have one, two or three PEDALS.  
Most pianos have two or three pedals while an electronic keyboard may only have one. 

 

                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The GGGGood Newsood Newsood Newsood News is that the RRRRight Pedalight Pedalight Pedalight Pedal (sustaining pedal) is the only you need to use. 
 

 
 
There are no Pedal Markings in the hymns so CHANGE THE PEDAL when the chord changes or when the melody begins 
to sound “MUDDY ”  or “BLURRED”.         

For FUN :For FUN :For FUN :For FUN :    Do the following and repeat it until it feels natural to use the Right Pedal. 
 

1. Place your foot on the RIGHT PEDAL . 
        Keep your heel on the floor  
        and the ball of your foot on the PEDAL . 
 

2. WiggleWiggleWiggleWiggle   your foot up and down a few times to get the “feel”  of the pedal action. 
 

3. Play the C CHORD with your left hand and depress the PEDAL  with your foot a fraction of a 
second later. 
 

4. Hold the PEDAL  down and lift your hand off the keyboard.  
The chord should continue to sound. 
 

5. Now play the G CHORD and let the PEDAL  up at the same time and then depress it 
immediately before taking your hand off the keys. Hold the PEDAL  down and slowly lift your 
hand off the keys. When you want the sound to stop, release the PEDAL. 
 
If you do this correctly the chords will sound connected without a break between them.  
There will also be no blurring together of the two chords. 

The LLLLeft Pedaleft Pedaleft Pedaleft Pedal is called 
the SOFT PEDAL. 

The pedal isn’t really soft.  
You use it to play very softly.  

Try it and see. 
 

The RRRRight Pedal ight Pedal ight Pedal ight Pedal (or the single pedal) is 
always called the SUSTAINING PEDAL . 
You use it to sustain and add richness to the 

sounds. 
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Day 4 

 
Daily ReviewDaily ReviewDaily ReviewDaily Review    

 
 
 

1.  What is the name of this symbol and what does it mean: _____________ 
 
 
 

2. Which pedal do you use to sustain the sound  and give richness to the sound  _____________? 
 
 

3. What do you do if the sound gets “MUDDY”“MUDDY”“MUDDY”“MUDDY”    or there is a chord change chord change chord change chord change???? 
 
 

4. What do these symbols mean? 
 
        ____________________________________ 
 

5. How many sets of these symbols can be in a hymn? ______________ 
 

6.  What are the three options for doing introductions? 
 

1. ___________________________ 
 

2. ___________________________ 
 

3. ___________________________ 
 

 
 
 
  

So you don’t forget the 
hymns you have already 
learned … Go back and 
review and then ALL !! 
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 Day 5 

Today's HymnsToday's HymnsToday's HymnsToday's Hymns    
 
Today you have two new hymns to learn.  Make sure you  COLORCOLORCOLORCOLOR  the chords.  
There are two new items.  See if you can find them.  Try  using the pedals on these hymns. 
 
There are two different versions of each hymn.  
One has the names of the notes inside the notes … and the other doesn’t.   
See which one is easier to follow right now. 

Come Unto Jesus 

 

Fingering 

Count 
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Day 5 
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Day 5 
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Day 5 
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Day 5 
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 Day 5 

Hope of Israel 
 
 

 
 

The fingering in the second measure is tricky.  
You may want to practice that measure several times all by itself. 

  

Fingering 

Count  

 

 

 

 


