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LEARN TO PLAY
IX HYMNS IN SIX DAY

Playing Chords in “Root Positions”
G Chord and F Chord
Fun Exercises
Hymns:
"Silent Night”
“Lord, Dismiss Us With Thy Blessing”

Here’s what you
will learn today!
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Playing the Chords in

““Root Position”’

Last week you learned the €, T, amnd G chords.

The chords were placed so that it would be very easy to go from one chord to another.
The keys of chords can be played in any order.

For example .. the C chord could be played in one of three ways:

C,E,G o EGC o G,C,E

When you play a chord and the bottom key has the same name as the name of the chord
then it is called playing the chord in the Root Position .

You have already learned how to play the € Clhaox=dl in the root position.

You can see that theiea white note between each note.

Fingering: 5 3 1

This is called theRR oot Position “becauséheC is thebottom note.



: Day 1
eg ® ®,
"y “G>° and “F°° Chords

We will now do the same thing now for the & and & chords.
We want to play them in their “Root Positions”.

To play the & «lhowdl, just place you little finger on G, your middle finger on B, and

“G” Chord

your thumb on D.

Fingering: 5 3 1

Practice playing the € elhowxdl and then the G elhhox*dl. Go back and forth several

times until you fill comfortable doing it. Try to keep your hand position exactly the same ...
just lift you hand up enough to move to the next chord.

To play the I Clnovw=dl, place your little finger on F, your middle finger on A, and your
thumb on C.

“F” Chord

Mid




Day 1

TFTUN Exercises

Try playing the following £ emmm exercises with the chords in ROOT POSITION.

A

-~

. 0000 Ql0

w

. 000600600000
. 000600006OGO
MclFicXriclciclclclclc

Practice these ten thousand times ten thousand times ©

O.K. .... Maybe just a dozen times !!
Play them FAST ... SLOW .... LOUD .... SOFT
HYMNS

Today we won't learn any new hymns, we will practice two hymns that you
already know ... but this time playing the chords in their
ROOT POSITIONS.

« Silent Night (Hymn #204)
« Lord, Dismiss Us With Thy Blessing  (Hymn #163)

IS EASY 111
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Silent Night

Day 1
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Silent Might
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Day 1

Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing

Thoughgfully .=T8-96
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Day 1

Lord, Dismmss Us with Thy Bleszmgz
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LEARN TO PLAY
IX HYMNS IN SIX DAY

How to play the Black Notes

Here’s what
you will learn
today!

Today’s Hymn
“Come, Listen to a Prophet’s Voice”

11




Day 2

How to Play
the Black Notes

Last week we learned to play some of the WUglHI=CES

This week we learn to play a couple of the BLACK keys.

In the diagram below,
the BLACK key just to the s=igglmt of a WHITE key is called a SHARP.

On your music, the sharp will be shown by a # sign and is placed to the left of the note.

For example, the black note to the right of middle C is called “C Sharp”

the one to the right of “D” is called “D Sharp” .... and so forth
(we won't need to worry about E# nor B#).

# 7 (G
# @ X

e, +0O

Go to the keyboard now, and find all the F#s.
This is the only sharp will be using today.

In our new hymn today, we will be playing several F#S

12



Day 2

Naturals

Sometimes a hymn will have you play the F# key (the black key) instead of the just F.
All the F’'s in the rest of the measure are played as F#.

In the next measure , the F is just play normally ...

When this happens the music sometimes will place a symbol b called a “NATURAL”
to the left_of the note to remind you to switch back and play the F key (the white key).

In our hymn today on the first line you will see the F# and then the F natural .

21

Joyfully —=80-96

Come, Listen to a Prophet's \ oice

C

. TN
R CPL fe 1l
Q) -@-‘2? 3 3\\;:/343 I 5‘1?_1 1

In the next line it shows a two regular Fs ... so just play the normal F (white note).

C) © ®
/
CA CA - .

So let’s learn the new hymn for today ...

13



Day 2

HYMN for Today

Today we will first learn “Come, Listen to a Prophet’s Voice” (Hymn #21). w’

This hymn has several F#s and F Naturals in the music.

In the last measure of the hymn notice that there isn't a SHARP nor NATURAL Sigie=
Do you play F# or F natural?
Well, if there is nothing shown, then you just play the regular F key .

ITs EASY!

C, © C)
e) @???ﬁ -°

TOP SECRETS

Let's review how to Hlesam=m» this hymn.
» If you just have the black and white version , remember to COLOR all the Chord Symbols.
* Tap and count the rhythm (do this 3 times).
» Play just the chords with the Left Hand while counting the rhythm (do this 5 times)
* Play just the melody with the Right Hand while counting the rhythm (do this 5 times)
* Play both the melody and the chords together. Start slowly and then build up the speed.
* Repeat steps 3, 4, and 5 until the hymn is mastered!

14



Come, Listen to a Prophet's Voice

Day 2

Jonfully  J=R0-96
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Day 2

Coms, Lisran o 2 Prophet's Voice
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Words: Joseph 5. Mwrdock, 1822-189%. Verze fouwr, Bruce B. McConkie, 1915-1985
Music: Joseph J. Daynes, 1851-1920 Stx Hymns m Sox Days Am: € 2013

16



LEARN TO PLAY

‘ :IX HYMNS IN SIX DAY

“Key of C” and “Key of G”
Chords for the “Key of G”
Root Positions
“Fun” Exercises

Here’s what you will
learn today!

Hymns:
“How Gentle God’'s Commands”
“How Great the Wisdom and the Love” 1

17



Last week we learned how to play hymns that used just white notes..
This music is written in what they call the ““TIKIEY OEF €C>°.

When music is written so that BE#F is used throughout the piece

itis called in the “TISTLY OF G°.

Instead of placing a Sharp symbol in front of each B, the sharp symbol

is put at
the beginning of each line between the treble cleff and the time signature.
How Gentle God's Commands
Gently Y
th @ \‘p,-'
o | O e o
© &
Q) 1. How gen - tle com -
2. Be - neath has ful
3. Why should this ious
4 His good - ness ap -
In the last measure of the line above there is an I ...
but since this hymn is in the “IKey of G you will play an | 2 2
Today we will be learning the hymn “How Gentle God’s Commands”  which is written
in the Key of G .

You will be able to learn over 130 hymns \
and Childre’s songs \ 3 )
written in just these two keys !! ‘ N

18



. 0 Chords for

“KIY of G

Last week you learned three chords for the hymns written in the IS ey of C.
They were the €, ¥, and G ehords.

This week, we will learn the three chords  for the hymns written in the IS ey of G.
These chords are G, €, and .

That’s right! You already know two of these chords ...
the G ebhord andthe C chord 11

Here is the new I chord. The keys are D, F#, and A (played with the 5, 3, and 1 fingers).

Notice how easy it is to go from one chord to another. | call these the “EE.ASY>” Positions.
Later you will learn another way to play these chords.

“D" Chord

il L L

i,
=

—
The fingering for the D chord

is just like the C chord .

19



Day 3

»

Root Positions
for the Key of G

Here are three chords for the Key of G in IR0t Positions.

“G” Chord

“C” Chord

= = =

“D” Chord
Mid
D Al |-

20



Day 3

Key of G

“Tumn’ Exercises

Now go to your keyboard and try playing these chords.

O0DDO oo

yclclclimilclclclcla, m%x

.......... ¥
0001060 ¥

O0DODOOOOODO

See if you can

play these with
your EYES

closed !!

21



Day 3

Today's Hymmns

Today we will learn two hymns:

* “How Great the Wisdom and the Love”  (Hymn #195)
* “How Gentle God’'s Commands”  (Hymn #125)

These hymns are both written in the “IS ey of G
... which means that you will be playing F sharps (#) instead of just F.

these Hymmns —

* “How Great the Wisdom and the Love” 4
o On the fourth line of the first page, there is a C# and then a
natural.
o On the second line on the second page there is a fermata.
* “How Gentle God’s Commands”
o Watch out for the F#s.
* Notice that both hymns have a pickup note

» Try practicing each hand by itself
« Count out loud
» Try playing the chords in their ‘ROOT’ Positions and
also the ‘EASY’ positions.
* Try singing the hymn while you are playing.
« Say the names of the note out loud while playing just the melody.
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Day 3

How Great the Wisdom and the Love
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How Great the Wizdom and the Love

A

Day 3
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world to save.
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3. Inmem'ryof the broken flash
We ear the broken bread
Apnd witnes: with the cup, afresh
Char farth m Christ, 'wur Head
8. How zreat. How slorious, how complata,
fian's prand design,
Where justice, love, and mercy meat
In harmooy divins!
Words: Eliza B Snow, 1804-1887
Music: Thomas Melntve, 1833-1914 Smx Hymns in S Days Am: € 3013
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How Gentle God's Commands
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Day 3
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How Gentle God's Commands

Day 3

pa va wl
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Lord
up
throne
feet

4

And
Shall

And

G
2 2 b 1 1
trust his con stant Care.
guard his chal dren well.
sweet I frezh ment find.
bear a S00E a way.

Words: Plulip Doddndge, 1702-1751

Music: Hans Georg Nasvh, 1773-1836; arr. by Lowell Mazon, 1792-1872
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LEARN TO PLAY
IX HYMNS IN SIX DAY

Fingering Patterns
Muscle Memory
The Melody

Here’s what you
will learn today!

Hymns
“The Spirit of God”
“We Love Thy House, O God”

27



Day 4

Fingering Patterns

By now you either are using just one finger for the melody or you have challenged yourself to
use all the fingers in your right hand.

As you will see , | have gone through ALL the hymns and the Children’s Songbook songs
and putin some suggested fingering. These fingerings ARE ONLY SUGGESTIONS !l Your
hand may be bigger or smaller than mine ... and if so ... you should change the fingering so
it works best for you 1

| find that if you use the SAME fingering over and over again ... it will help you learn the hymn
faster and when you play it it will be much easier.

In the Key of G, there are a lot of times where
you need to play the E°H. It is sometimes easier to play
it with your SECOND FINGER rather than your thumb .

F o Fume: Trythe following exercises. You will be using your THUMB UNDER
several times too. These exercise will help you with the hymns in the KEY of G.

el Wt el el




Day 4

Muscle Memory

Muscle Memary is when somewhere in your brain you have memorized what
the muscles should be doing and you don’t have to even think about it.

For example: you probably don’'t have to look at your shoes when you are tying your
shoe Iace ... youcan do it with out even thinking about it..

This is what you want to be able to do with your keyboard playing . You want to be able to

just concentrate on the music and not at your hands . Even after 50 years | can still play
some of the songs | learned as a child ... my fingers just seem to know where to go !

When you practice try to keep eyes on your music ... let your fingers find the notes.

One thing | love to do is to play late at night in the dark ... yes | make a ton of mistakes
... but | can listen better to the music and my fingers get trained where to go.
Try it out and see what your think.

By now, the ““BEASY"” chord patterns you learned the first week should be part of your
muscle memory.

TFor Fumn:

Go back to some of the hymns you have learned and play the chords an octave higher than
the where your right hand is playing.

See if your left hand can play the chords automatically .

This fun exercise will help with your MUSCLE MEMORY !!

29



Day 4

/. L
N
"The Melody™

The Melody is the part that the people sing and the part your right hand plays.

If you play your left hand softly and your right hand a little louder you can get a wonderful effect
with your music. Listen to it .... Play is very slowing and smoothly .... The idea is for you to
start learning to play MUSIC and not just NOTES.

You should practice playing the RIGHT HAND louder than the LEFT HAND.

In the ““FFox= TFwrm”’ exercise you did on the previous page, you played the CHORDS an
octave higher. While keeping your LEFT HAND way up there ... try playing the MELODY an
OCTAVE lower ... your hands will really be far apart !!

Enjoy your Miwssic ... make it yours .... Have fanmm with it.

"Today's Hymmns"

Today we will learn two hymns :
e “The Spirit of God”  (Hymn #2)
* “We Love Thy House, O God” (Hymn #247)

In “The Spirit of God” , the fingering is a little tricky.
* Go veryslowly ... measure by measure ... so that you can do the correct fingering

» Circle the fingering that may give you problems.

» Circle where the introduction brackets are ... there are two sets.

* Try playing just the CHORDS first ... and play them at a good speed ... try playing
them in the ““EEASY"” positions ... and then in the “ROOT” positions

* Asyou play the MELODY ... say the names of the notes out loud ... just do the
COUNTING.

* Watch for the DOTTED-QUARTER NOTE followed by an EIGHTH NOTE ... the
combination gets two (2) beats.

The second hymn, “We Love Thy House, O God”, isin the Key of C and is farly easy.

30
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Day 4
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We Love Thy House, O God
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LEARN TO PLAY
IX HYMNS IN SIX DAY

Wacky World of Chords
D minor Chord
A minor Chord

Here’s what you
will learn today!

Hymns
“Abide With Me”
“Praise to the Man”
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Day 5

!
o

- ““Wacky World

=

B -..‘:

= of Chords”

1 | F
11! "}‘-_.-'. ._." i
L ! | ’ F .'I.

Today we will be learning about the ““Waclky Wor-ld”’ of chords.

| called this ““Wae<clsy”” because it may sound hard but it is really EASY !!

The first type of chord is called the ““Wisa Jomx=>> chord.
All the chords you have learned so far are these types of chords (C, D, F, G).

The second type of chord is the *“ssaimnor=>” chord.

The only difference between these two types of chord s is the “middle note”
of the root chord

A~

O]
The MAJOR chords seem to have a more ““ELARFPEY>? soundtoit ... v

while the MINOR chords seem to sound a little ““seadl®”. -
.@‘

o
Today,
you will be learning the ““HP wamiwna»®=>~ chord

and the A smaimor’’ chord.
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Day 5

"D minor'" Chord

First, play the “D Major” chord in the ROOT POSITION (with D as the bottom note ).

The notesare D, F #, and A.

“D major” Chord

Mid

Now let’s learn the ““1P mmmimno»®=’’ chord.

... just play the ““BE¥? note rather than the ““& shaxp’” note.

“D minor” Chord

Mid ‘

D F A c

Play the “D major” chord and the “D minor” chords over and over ... do you hear
something different between the two chords? An
e

The “D major” chord seems to have a more ““EFEARFE Y’ sound to it ...

while the “D minor” sounds a little “’ssadl>>.

The “D major” chord is shown like this: @
The “D minor” chord is show with a small letter ‘m’ next to the D like this:

36




Day 5

"A minor'" Chord

First, play the “A Major” chord in the ROOT position (with A as the bottom note).

The notes are: A, C #, and E.

“A major” Chord

Mid
A E ¢

Now, to play the “A minor” chord ...
just play the ““€_°” note rather than the ““@_. sknzax=g»”” note.

“A minor” Chord

A C E Mcid ‘

Play both the chords over and over ... do you hear something different between the two
chords?

A~

L)
The “A major” chord seems to have a more ““EIARPEY>?> soundtoit ... v

3

while the “A minor” sounds a little “’ssadl®> (&

\ &
The “A major” chord is shown like this: @
The“A minor” chord is show with a small letter ‘m’ next next to theA like this:

37



Day 5

Today’s Hymmns

Today we will learn two hymns that have a “ID' smaimen= chord and a
‘A’ smimowr chord in them.

Hymn #166 — “Abide with Me!”
0 This hymn uses the A minor chord a couple times.
0 Because this hymn is in the Key of C, the F sharp has the # sign in next to
the F.

Hymn #30 — “Praise to the Man”
o This hymn uses the A minor chord and a fermata ...

Learning Secrets

Remember that the ‘D minor’ and ‘A minor’ chords dor
Find all the minor chords before you play the hymn.
Try playing the chords in their Root Positions and also the ‘EASY’ positions.
Try practicing each hand by itself

Count out loud

Try singing the hymn while you are playing.

Say the names of the note out loud while playing just the melody.

Don’t worry ... just try singing the hymns when you practice them
and it will easy !!

/- ﬂ‘ nl
PO
GOOD LUCK 11!
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Day 5
Abide with Me!

Reverently @ @ A .

C)
@ LE g
e © - .
3 3 2
1
1. A - bide with me! fast
2. Swift to its close ebbs
3.1 need thy pres - ence
@ &
Q/) 3 4 4 3 2
falls the = - VEnN - tide;
out life’s Lt - tle day.
ev - Ty pass - ing hour.
:é o @9 & &
Q) 2 3 4 5 4
The dark - ness deep - ens.
Earth's jovs orow dim: its
What but thy grace can

NOTE: in the last line
there is arfF Sharp”

\
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Abide with hMa!

©

(G

3 3 2 _d?_ 5
When oth - er help - ers
Change and de - cay in
Who, like thy - self. my

¢ o
5 4 4 3 z
fail and comf - forts flee,
all a - round I see;
guide and stay can be?

A.

3 4 3 2

of the help - less, oh,
thom who chang - est not,
cloud and sun - shine. Lord.

C,

=S ]

Test: Henry F. Lvte, 1893-1547
Music: Willaim H. Monk, 1823-1889

with
with
with

Copymight (@ 3011 Six Hynms in 5ix Days All rights reserved.
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Praise to the Man

Day 5

3l C. C) I C. ® -
'
—Je—to— d :
1 1 1 ) 1 B

L. Praise to the man whoe com - mmmed with Je - ho - wah!
2. Praise to his mem - v,  he died as a mar - T
3. Great is his glo - v and end - less his prest - hood.
4 Sac - n - fice bnongs forth the bless - mgs of heav - en;

©

Je -  sus
Hon - ored
Ev - er
Earth nst

C)

-

@

a - nointe - ed that Prophet - et and  Seer.
and Tblest be his ev - er  great name!
and ev - eI the keys he will  hold
a - tone for the blood of that  man

C,
o

Bless - ed

Long shall
Faith - ful
Wake up

G

to o - pen the
hizs  blood, which was
and frue, he will
the world for the

3 5 4 3 1
last dis - pen - sa - fiom
shed by as - 535 - sms,
en - ter his king - dom,
con - flict of jus - tice

'

o

2 1 5 3 .

e S

Kings shall ex - tol him, and na - tons e - VEere.

Plead mn - fo heavn while the earth lauds  his fame.
Crowned in the midst of the proph - ets of old.
Mil - lhons shall kmow  "Broth - er Jo - seph” a - gam
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Praise to the Man

C) G) C) @H
. e e oy
Jé—i‘”—f‘”’v:dw Jd@

2 1 1 4 4 4 3 2 1

Hail to the Proph - et, as - cend - ed te  heav - en!

© e © 0 0O

CACL F-L@ﬁ_griaﬂgg l@E I ™
4 4 &- 3 1 4 ! 1 4 3 2.

Trai - tors and ty - rants now fight him i vain

I

- ©
ol C

o —

Jo\ N
Je
Al
\@

-@--@-'-d-:-@-:: 3 5 L 1

m - gling with Gods, he ecan plan for his breth - ren;

éﬁ CJ G, @ -
‘SERISEEcote

" e
4 2 1 5 3 i; '@'ﬂ'@'

Death can - mnot com - quer the he - o a - gain
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LEARN TO PLAY
IX HYMNS IN SIX DAY

New Rhythm: “Triplets”
“Naturals”
‘A’ minor chord

Here’s what you will
learn today!

Today’s Hymns:
"More Holiness Give Me”
“Come, Come Ye Saints”
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Day 6

A New Rhhythaam:
CTRIPLETS

Today we will be learning a new rhythm pattern .

ltis called a ““ T IRETIEECE®”.  Itis very easy to play!!

Do you see how the three eighth notes _are grouped together
and they have a bracket over them with the number “3” in it?

@ @

For this rhythm, these three eighth notes €qjual one beat (or count).

Today we will learn “More Holiness Give Me” (Hymn #131).
Here is a measure from that hymn.

|
o O O o
Q) More sense of his care.
Counting: 1 2 3 4

Notice that the second beat of the measure has a tx~ipplet..
Try clapping or tapping the rhythm for this measure with your hands ...

you will find that it is venry easy to learml
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Day 6

Let’s look at the first measure of the hymn.

More Holiness Give Me

Prayerfully 0 | 3 |
|
\
PE e — ﬁﬁ’ —©
e) 1. More ho - i - nes E\QSJ me.
2. More grat - 1 - tude give me,
3. More pur - 1 - tv give me

When you come to the F#, just play the black note to the right of the F key .
Go to the keyboard and try playing this.

Naturals
Let's review what a Natural is.

Sometime a hymn will have you play the F# key (the black key) ...
and then it may want you to switch back and play the F key (the white key).

When this happens the music will place a symbol h called a “NATURAL” to the left of the
note. Look at the line below and you will see the NATURAL sign placed to the left of the F
note..

More Holiness Give Me

© | s BKC

\ |
R \
@ 0 0 0 @ p
faith in my Sav - 101,
More tears for his sor - TOWS,
More fit for the king - dom,

NOTE: once a SHARP or a NATURAL sign is placed to left of a note,
all the other notes to the RIGHT of that note in that MEASURE are played the same way.

In the line shown above, all five occurrences of the F note are played as F Natural .

45



This hymn also has an “A° yminor chord.

‘A' mminor Chord

Remeber that it is played by using the notes A, C, and E.

“A minor” Chord

Mid

Day 6

The “A minor” chord is show with a ‘Small letter m’ nextto the A like this:

On the fourth line of our hymn today you will be playing this chord.

A. | 3 . ©
Y S
@ T
#E o & '
!} j : : ) }
More L1 [ow for 1
More hoopes if his werd,
More lpng ing far o
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HYMNS for Today

Today we will learn “More Holiness Give Me” (Hymn #131)
and “Come, Come Ye Saints”.

The first hymn has several F#s in the music, ‘Triplets’, and a ‘A’ minor chord

In the last measure of the hymn notice that there isn't a SHARP nor NATURAL sign.
Do you play F# or F natural?
Well, if there is nothing shown, then you just play the regular F key .

ITs EASY!

Q@ 9 . ©

More pur -  pose in prayer.

More praise for e - lief.

More, Sav - iof, like thee.
TOP SECRETS

Let's review how to Hlesam=m» this hymn.
» If you just have the black and white version , remember to COLOR all the Chord Symbols.
e Tap and count the rhythm (do this 3 times).
* Play just the chords with the Left Hand while counting the rhythm (do this 5 times)
* Play just the melody with the Right Hand while counting the rhythm (do this 5 times)
* Play both the melody and the chords together. Start slowly and then build up the speed.
* Repeat steps 3, 4, and 5 until the hymn is mastered!

Some other hymns that have a F# include: “Now Let Us Rejoice” , “O God, the Eternal
Father”, “He Died! The Great Redeemer Died”, and “Onward, Christian Soldiers”.
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Praperfully —=46-52

More Holiness Give Me

I 3 I

Day 6

BLC,
2

Py e

()

1. More ho - h -  mess give me,
2. More grat - - tude give me,
3. More pur - 1 - tv give me,
| 3 |
T Ll
I

¢ @

()

More sty - Ings with - i
More trust n the Lord.
More strength to cer -  come
1

C, | 3 |

1 1 2 3 ‘ I 3
More pa - tence n suf fring,
More pride n his glo Iy,
More free - dom from earth stains
Ax) I 3 | @
© ﬁE D ©
More 0T - TOW for SIIL,
More hope n his word,
More long mg for home

48



More Holiness Give Me

Day 6

\

2 2 2 ¥l 1 1

More faith n Iy Sav 10T,
More tears for his 50T TOWS,
More fit for the king dom,
6 r— C

o I —

! ) i ) 4 3 3

More IeN3e of his Care,

More pain at his grief,

More used would I be,

B>

I
] 5 5 ] | ] 3
3
More oy m his SET vice,
More mesk - ness n tri al,
More bless - ed and ho ly

J6

More
More

More,

pur -  pose in
praise for re
Sav - 101, like

.@-

prayer.
lief
thee.



Day 6

Y
-

Come. Come. Ye Saints

With cenviction @

LaaC

< 1) ol
o Er@_aﬁ

Come, come, ye Samts, ne toil nor la - bor fear;

1

2. Why should we moum oT think our lot is hard?
3. Well find the place which God for us pre - pared
4 And  should we @ die be - fore  our jour - mey's cugh,

)

|
|

But with jov wend your - way.
Tis not 50 all is right.
Far a - way n the west,
Hap - BV day! Al is well!

© D (C,
ﬁ 1 N —— ~

4 o o o E;—@J’_‘?

N

Though  hard to Vou this jour - mey may ap - pear,
Why  should we think to 2arn a  great re - ward
Where  none  shall come to hurt  or  make a - fraid;
We then are  free from toill  and  sor - TOW, too;

o0 o © |
o o 5 &

e
shall be as your  day Tis
we now shun the  fight? Gird
the  Saints will be  blessed. We'll
the just we shall  dwell! But

Copymight @@ 2011 Six Hymmns in Six Days All righes reserved.

Note: thetime signature changes several timd3on’t worry!!
usf count tat in the4/4 measures.. and3 in the3/4 measures
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Come, Come, Ye Saints

© o

R (O

I
e — —
bet - fer far for us to strive Cur
n;H. your  loins; fresh cour - age take. Chur
e the alr with mu - SIC nng. Shout
if oL lives are spared a - gan To
@ = —

s wi

By Bg

o O-

U ] N

use - less cares from us to drive; Do
God will nev - er us for - sake; And
prais - s to our God and King; A -
see the Samts their rest ob - fam, Oh,

G — N ,

i 1 G 0
@ E’ @ .
this, and Joy your hearts will swell
50011 well have this tale o tell
bowve the Test these words we'll tell
how well make this che - s swell

o fr—

T ‘? -

) . -
© (G g —(C
Q) All 15 well! All 15 well!

All 15 well! All Is well!
All 15 well! All Is well!
All 15 well! All Is well!

Words: William Clayton, 1814-1879

Musie: Englich folk song Capyright @@ 2011 Six Hymns in Six Days AD rights reserved,
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LEARN TO PLAY
IX HYI\/lNS IN SIX DAY

A

Variations for the Left Hand
How to Play Prelude/Postlude Music
How to Accompany Soloists
How to be More Creative
Hymns (from the Web)

Here’s what you
will learn today!
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Day 7

Variations for
the Left Hand

You should now be fairly comfortable with playing the chords in the left hand .

Now comes the fun and creative part of music ©
Today we will explore different ways of playing the left hand chords and different
simple arrangments for playing the hymns for prelude and postlude music.

L ets start off by looking at the left hand .

We have been just playing simple chords or just single notes in the left hand to
make this as €z:asy as possible.

We have learned how to play the chords in the IRoot Positiomns and
the Easy Positions.

There are some additional very simple and easy things you can do that will make
the music sound even better!!

These mew SIX Variatiomns Will give you additional ‘tools’ for your ‘music
tool box’ when you are playing the music.

Try each variation on the same hymn and see which ones you like best.

Let’s learn
the SIX
variations !!
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Day 7

Six Variations

Variation H18 - Rollingthe Chords

Instead of playing the notes in the chords all at one time ... play the bottom note first, then the
middle one , and then the top one . This is called ‘rolling’ the chords. Try experimenting by doing
this slowing and then more quickly.

Variatiomn H2: - Bottom Note and then Top Two Notes

In hymns in 3/4 time, play the bottom note on COUNT ONE and the other two notes on
COUNTS TWO and THREE. Hold the bottom note down as you are playing the other two notes.
In 4/4 time, play the bottom note on the COUNT ONE ... and the other two notes on COUNT
THREE.

Variatiom #3: - Play OCTAVES in the Left Hand

Rather than playing the chords, just play the bottom note of the chord with your thumb and
use your little finger to play the note which is an octave lower . This provides more depth in
the sound of the music. (Note: your hand may not be large enough to do this.)

Variatiomn H4 - Play OCTAVES then the chord
As in option #3, play an octave on BEAT ONE, and then the chord on the other beats.

Variation HS - Alternate playing notes

Play the bottom note, then top note, then middle note, then top note ... then repeat the sequence.
This works great for hymns written in 4/4 time.

Variation H6G - Chords on every beat

Some hymns have a ‘strong beat’ to them ... kind of like marching songs. For these types of
hymns you can play the chord on each count ... to give the feeling of a drum beat.
Sometimes this is best used on the last verse of a hymn to have the music build to a climax.
‘Onward Christian Soldiers’ would be a good example of this.

Make sure you
TREAT yourself
when you are done
todav !!
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Day 7

How to Play
Prelude and Postlude Music

Before a meeting begins, the prelude music can set a good feeling for the meeting. The
following are a few suggestions that | have used over the years to make the prelude and
postlude music most effective.

Sugaestion 1 - Play the hymns softly and slowing

Play the hymn slowing, softly and include pauses at different places. This ©0
will helps the congregation to ponder the music and receive the spirit. AC’;)

Sugaoestion HZ2 - Play the hymns that will be sung in the meeting

By playing these hymns, it embeds into the minds and hearts of the congregation the hymns
-~ and their meanings into their hearts. It prepares them for when they will
/;“ ‘L:L be singing. It is kind of like an ‘overture’ that is done in plays and in
\ operas. It is a preview of what is to come. This is also an excellent way
to also practice the hymn slowing before you have t o play it with
the congregation singing.

Suggoestion #3 - Play the hymn in different octaves

Play the hymn at its normal position ... then move both hands an octave higher and play it
again ... this time playing it very softly and lightly . Now to be really creative, leave your left
hand where it is and play the melody an octave below it. This means you have to cross your
right hand and arm over your left one. This provides for a great effect !!

Suggozestion HA - Repeat phrases an octave higher

A musical phrase (a couple of measures) is kind of like a sentence ... play the phrase ... then
play the same phrase an octave higher ... then come back to the orginal hand positions.
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Day 7

Suggestion #H5 — Start an octave higher, then go lower, then return higher

Start playing the hymn very softly an octave or two octaves higher . Play it slowing and
quietly ... then start to build the volume and begin to play in the normal place ...give it a little
more emphasis ... then reduce the volume and tempo and finish by playing an octave higher.

Sugaoestion HO - Utlize the keyboard ability to change keys

Some organs and sythisizers have the ability to change the KEY that you are playing in. Play
the hymn in the normal KEY and then move the knob to change the KEY ... you will be playing
the same notes but the sound will be in either a higher or lower key.

Suggoestion #d —Play just the melody

Melodies are very powerful! Play just the melody by itself for a couple of lines and then add the
left hand .

How to Accompany Soloists

Many times you may be asked to play for someonkeyssing or play a

E F= . musical instrument.
[ ]

| find it very helpfulNOT to play the melody but just the chords You

can play the chords in both hands ... or just pathefchords by each
hand.

This allows the other musician to speed up or slown while they are playing the
melody. Your introduction could include the melody ... lomice they start singing just

use the chord varations options as explained above
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Day 7

How to Become More Creative
Music is not just playing the notes on the page ... itis getting a little of

yourself spread out all over the keyboards which re flects your
é b feelings and thoughts and emotions .

. how do | learn how to do this???

I have found that one of the best ways is to practice late at night .... Turn off all the lights

.. and just sit down and play ... don’t worry about making any mistakes ... just FEEL the
music ... play the music soft and lovingly .. then play it hard and fast as if you were mad ...
then pretend it is a love song ... do you catch the vision??

Start forgetting about the notes and keys ... close your eyes and let your heart Z
teach you how to play. This is a great way too for learning where the notes are on Z
the keyboard so that it becomes just muscle memory. W Y

—

Whatever you do ... have fun with it .. and enjoy it 1

Hymmns

The church’s web site has all the hymns recorded on it. Get out your music and
play along with it ... HOWEVER .. don't play on the piano__ ... pretend you are
playing but use the kitchen table, your lap, or close the cover over the keyboard
and play on it.

YOU WILL NEVER HIT A WRONG NOTE!
This will help you get the right rhythm for the hymn.

Here is the web link: http://www.lds.org/music/text/hymns

There are no mew Iaysmams today ....

just go back over A ML the hymns you have already learned
and try to apply some of the suggestions we have gone over.
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"Final Thoughts"
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You have finished WEEIK TWO 11
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Music is a gift from God . He gives us talents in order that we
may share them with others. Domn’t ever oive up!

It is never too late to learn! The Lord will bless and keep you
as you show your faith in this great work!!

| would love to hear from you on how you are doing ... and
what improvements / suggestions you might have.
Please email me at sixhymns@hotmail.com

Now that you completed Weelk Tweo, it is important to continue to practice each day!!
Make sure you review each hymn you have learned. Try to learn a new hymn each day.
You might even try to MEMORIZE them !!!

Finally ... try teachimng this course to others ... it will help you learn faster and it will bless
the lives of many others. There will be also separate instructional videos _ for each hymn
where | will personally teach you how to play each one !!

There are over additional 130+ hymns and Children Songbook songs
available on my web site that are specially arranged in this style (www.GrandpaDave.com ).

There ardour (4) different versions you can select fromj
* In COLOR with the note names inside the notes And remember ...
* In COLOR with just the plain notes “Ie’s Easy 1717°°
¢ In BLACK/WHITE with the note names inside notes
e In BLACK/WHITE with just the plain notes

LEARN TO PLAY

IX HYMNS IN SIX DAY ) I_‘E,\R\' TO PLAY -
: - Slx HYMNS IN SIX DAY S
) "‘_ ¥ - - VL, -

L

“Bigy Note” “Big Note”
Hymns Children’s Songbook
® 6 e ,6
with Note Names r with Note Names J J r
and Fingering and Chords 77r7* and Fingering and Chords r

All hymns in the Key of C or Key of G All hymns in the Key of C or Key of G

Arranged by
Arranged by
David Joha Potter David Joha Potter
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